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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The former Abbott Disposal site is located on property which 
is currently owned by the North Shore Sanitary District and 
contains their storm water lagoons. From about 1950 until 
1970, Abbott Labs used 15 acres of this site for land 
disposal of activated sludge and process waste from their 
activities in the North Chicago area. 

The concern of this author arises from the heavy metals and 
organics possibly disposed of at this location. No infor­
mation was available as to the exact nature of material 
disposed, and this in itself raises concern. The 14 year 
time lag since last disposal would seem to remove the acids 
and bases from major consideration. 

A medium priority has been assigned because of the large 
population potentially affected by surface water contami­
nation, but the large dilution factor of Lake Michigan may 
render this priority too high. Soil sampling and discharge 
water, both surface and subsurface, should be sampled to 
determine if any real problem exists. 
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